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In the Claims 

Below is a list of current claims with status identifiers, 

1 . (Currently Amended) : A method for distri buting software, comprising the steps of; 

providing a television broadcast distribution system having One or more broadcast 
channels for broadcasting analog and digital television in forrriat ion to a receiver of a user; 

designating select ones of the one or more broadcast channels for the transmission of one 
5 or more discrete software data streams; 

transmitting the one Or more discrete software data streams over the select onesctf the one 
or more broadcast channels at a scheduled time, each of the one or more discrete software data streams 
having a unique ID associated therewith, which ifcnqtie ID for each of the one or more discrete software 
streams is associated therewith by aft associated software vehdbr and each of the unique IDs is unique 
10 to a user, 

the user associating with a monitoring interface of the user that is connected to the 
receiver the unique ID associated with that user aiid a desired one of the one or more discrete software 
streams; 

selecting, in the monitoring interface associated with the user, selected ones of the one 
1 5 or more discrete software data streams according to ft e respective unique [ID T s] IBs for download via 
the receiver; 

downloading the selected one or more discrete software data streams to a user storage 
device during the scheduled time For use by the user, the user storage device connected to the receiver 
through said monitoring interface; and 
20 delating the unique iD.ftbm the monitoring interface 

software data streams downloaded after downloading thereof . 
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2. (Original): The rnethod of Claim 1, wherein tb<^^ 
is a cable television broadcast system. 

3. (Original): The method of Claim J ? further comprising an error checking step Airing the 
step of downloading such that the one or more software data streams which are downloaded are checked 
for errors during the download process. 

4. (Original): The metbod of Claim 3, wherein the receiver automatically re-selects for 
download, and downloads, the one or more software data streams which fail the step of error checking. 

5. (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein thestep of broadcasting broadcasts the one 
or more software data streams repetitively during a specific period of time. 

6. (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of broadcasting broadcasts the 6ne 
or more software data streams oxiie during a specific time period. 

7. (Original): The meithod bfClaim 1, fUrther comprising a step of accountmg wluch logs 
the unique IDs of the one or more software data streams which were downloaded with an accounting 
device* and transmits the, unique IDs to a provider of the one or more software data streams using the 
accounting device. 

8 . (Original): . The method of Claim 7, wherein the accounting device interfaces to a public- 
switched telephone network, and transmits the unique IDs over the public-switched telephone network 
to the provider of the one or more software data streams. 

9. (Original): The method of Claim 7, wherein the accounting device interfaces to a packet- 
switched global communication network, and transmits the unique IDs over the global communication 
network to the provider of the one or more software data streams. 
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10. (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of selecting further comprises the 
step of programming the receiver with time, -channel*, and the unique ID information. 

1 1 . (Original): The method of Claim I , wherein the one or more software data streams 
comprise software applications which are brdadciast oh a first chaiinel, and one or more software updates 
which are broadcast on a second channel, 

12. (Original): The method of Claim 1, wherein the step of downloading downloads the 
selects ones of the one or more software data streams directly to a user computer over a communication 
link existing between the receiver and the user computer, 

13. (Original): The methqdof Claim 12, wherein the communication link isa universal serial 

bus. 

14. (Original): The method of Claim 12, wherein the communication link is a 
high-performance serial bus. 

15- (Original): The m^od of Claim 1, wherein the television broadcast distribution system 
is a digital television broadcast system, 
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1 6, (Currently Amerided): A system for distributing software, comprising: 

a television broadcast distribution system having one or more broadcast channels for 
broadcasting analog/and digital television information to a receiver of a user; 

one or more discrete software data streams designated for transmission on select ones of 
5 said one or more broadcast channels, which unique ID for each of the one or more discrete software 
streams is associated therewith by an associated software vendor and each of the unique IDs is Unique 
to a user; and 

a user storage device associated with the user and connected to said receiver foough a 
monitoring interface and said user storage device operable to store both one or more of the unique IDs 
10 associatedwiththeuserpriortodownloa^ 

downloading thereof for storing said downloaded oiie or more discrete software data streams wherein 
each of said unique [ZD's] IDs stored in said tfcer interface stored there by the user; 

wherein said one or more discrete software data streams are transmitted over said select 
ones of said one or more broadcast Channels at a: scheduled time, each of said one or more discrete 
1 5 software data streams having associated therewith the associated one of said unique IDs; and 

wherein said select ones . of said one or more" discrete software data streams are 
downloaded via said receiver to said monitoring interface for filtering said discrete software data streams 
according to said respective unique; [ID's] JBs, and therein said un ique ID for each of the one or more 
discrete software data streams downloaded deleted.from the user storage device after downloading 
20 thereof 

1 7. (Chigirial): The sysfemof Claim 16, wherein said television broadcast distribution system 
is a cable television broadcast system: 

18. (Original): The system of Claim 16, wherein said select ones of said one or more 
software data streams are checked for errors when being downloaded. 

1 9. (Original): The system of Claim: 18, wherein said receiver automatically reflects for 
download* and downloads, said one of more software data streams which fail the error checkitigprocess. 
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20. (Original): The system of Claim 16; wherein said anc ormore software data streams are 
broadcast repetitively during a specific period of time. 

21, (Original): The system of Claim 16, where said one or more software data Streams are 
broadcast once during a specific time period. 



22. (Original): The system of Claim 16; wherein an accounting device logs said unique IDs 
of said one or more software data streams which were downloaded, and transmits said unique IDs to a 
provider of said one or more software data streams using said accounting device. 

23. (Original): The system of Claim 22, wherein said accounting device interfaces to a 
public-switched telephone network, and transmits said unique IDs over said public-switched telephone 
network to said provider of said one or more software data streams. 

24. (Original): The system of Claim 22, wherein said accounting device interfaces to a 
packet-switched global communication network, and transmits said unique IDs over said global 
communication network to said provider of said one or more soft ware data streams, 

25* (Original): The system of Claim 16* wherein said receiver is programmed by inputting 
parameters which comprise time, channel, and said unique ID information, 

26. (Original): The system of Claim 16, wherein said one or more software data streams 
comprise software applications which are broadcast pna first channel /and one or more software updates 
which are broadcast on a second chaihnel. 
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27. (Original): The system of Claim 16, wherein said select ones of said one or more 
software data streams are downloaded directly to a user computer over a communication link existing 
between said receiver and said user computer. 

28. (Original): The system of Claim 27, wherein sard communication link is a universal 
serial bus, 

29. (Original): The system of Claim 27, wherein said communication link is a high- 
performance serial biis. 

30. (Original): The system of Claim 16, wherein said television broadcast distribution system 
is a digital television broadcast system, . 
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